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The Cobb Summer Singers 
Dr. Norma Raybon, Music Director & Conductor 

Bernice Hall & Adrian Ford, Accompanists   Sydney Sewell, Student Intern 
 

The Cobb Summer Singers was originally founded in 2006 by 
Lynn Swanson.  After participating in the 2005 Summer Singers of 
Atlanta under the direction of Dr. William Baker, Ms. Swanson 
made the decision to create a new ensemble on the same model 
based in Cobb County.  The project was an immediate success with 
more than 55 singers joining for the first season to perform 
acclaimed concerts of classics and spirituals before capacity 
audiences. In early 2009 the Cobb Summer Singers became a 
constituent ensemble of the William Baker Choral Foundation, a 
national organization created in Atlanta in 1990 that presently 
sponsors ten ensembles in three states involving over 600 men, 
women, youth and children.  As a result of the support of the Choral 
Foundation, the Cobb Summer Singers has grown dramatically in 
artistic accomplishment and enrollment.   
 

With the resignation of Founder Lynn Swanson, now Executive Artistic Director of the Milwaukee Children’s Choir, the 
Choral Foundation appointed Dr. Norma Raybon to lead the Cobb Summer Singers to an exciting new era in 2019.  
Membership in Cobb Summer Singers is open to all adults and mature youth with no audition requirement.  Registration 
for the 2020 Season will open March 1, 2020.  For more information, please contact the Office of the Choral Foundation 
at 913-488-7524 or visit www.ChoralFoundation.org. 

 
Norma Raybon earned the Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting from the University of Iowa.  
She served as Associate Professor of Music at Spelman College and as director of the famous Spelman 
College Glee Club from 1991-1999.  Prior to this appointment she served on the faculties of the 
University of South Florida and the State University of New York.  Dr. Raybon has sung with the 
Chicago, St. Louis and Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Choruses.  She frequently conducts All-State 
Festival Choruses and presents clinics and workshops for conductors and music educators across the 
nation.  She has served as President of the Georgia chapter of the American Choral Directors 

Association.  She has served significant church positions, including Music Director at Mountain Park United Methodist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Interim Music Director at First Presbyterian Church in Marietta, Director of Music Ministry 
at First Congregational Church in Atlanta.  She is now co-director of the St. Paul’s Choir and Director of the Women’s 
Choir and Handbell Choir at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Atlanta.  She conducted a tour of Austria in 2006 with the 
Norma Raybon Chorale.   

 
Arietha Lockhart, coloratura soprano, has been awarded many prizes and honors, including a 
fellowship to perform the role of Zerbinetta (Ariadne auf Naxos) at the Aspen Music Festival Opera 
Theatre, 2nd  place in the first Classical Singer Competition sponsored by Classical Singer Magazine, 
The National Opera Association Competition’s Legacy Award in the professional division, 2nd place in 
The Center for Contemporary Opera International Competition (prize, a New York debut recital at 
Weill Recital Hall of Carnegie Hall), and the Friedrich Shorr Memorial Prize in Voice and 3rd  place 
in the Oratorio Society of New York competition. During studies at the American Institute for 
Musical Studies, won the first place vote of the jury in the Meistersinger Competition in Graz, 
Austria, and received the gold medallion as the audience’s 1st place choice.   

 
Ms. Lockhart is a favorite of Choral Foundation audiences, having performed in several productions with the William 
Baker Festival Singers, the Cobb Summer Singers, and the Summer Singers of Atlanta, including Bach’s St. John Passion, 
Haydn’s The Creation, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Mozart’s Requiem & Mass in C.Minor, Bach: Cantatas No. 4 & 140, and 
Beethoven Mass in C and Symphony No. 9.  



THE NEW SOUTH FESTIVAL SINGERS 
Gwinnett Festival Singers, 1985-1998      William Baker Festival Singers, 1998-2015 

Lynn Swanson Festival Singers, 2015-2017 

 

ANDREW PHILLIP SCHMIDT, Music Director & Conductor 
Scott Smith, Choral Associate        Sydney Sewell, Student Intern 

 

 

 

Celebrating Our 35th Anniversary Season in Atlanta 

 
OPENINGS IN ALL SECTIONS FOR 2019-2020 

 
A Cappella Classics & Spirituals    Beethoven’s Mass in C 

Performing at Piccolo Spoleto Since 1989 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP BY COMPETITIVE AUDITION 

 

REHEARSALS SUNDAY EVENINGS, 6:30-9:00 
St. John United Methodist Church in North Atlanta 

 
For Information or to Schedule an Audition Appointment 

Please Call 206-962-1473 or Email Mail@FestivalSingers.org 

www.NewSouthFestivalSingers.org 



FEEL THE SPIRIT
Spirituals, Gospels & Jazz

Sunday Afternoon, 21 July 2019 at 3:00 PM, First Presbyterian Church, Marietta, Georgia

The Cobb Summer Singers
Dr. Norma Raybon, Music Director

Sydney Sewell, Student Intern        Bernice Hall & Adrian Ford, Piano

I COULDN’T HEAR NOBODY PRAY Spiritual arranged by Carl Haywood

Sydney Sewell, soloist

I KNOW THE LORD Spiritual arranged by Curtis Hansen

Marianna Fuller, soloist

HOW EXCELLENT IS YOUR NAME V. Michael McKAY & Joseph JOUBERT

CAN’T NOBODY DO ME LIKE JESUS Andre CROUCH & Nolan WILLIAMS, Jr.

HERE’S ONE Spiritual aranged by Mark Hayes

Bernice Hall, soloist        Student Intern Sydney Sewell, conducting

EVERY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT Spiritual arranged by H. T. Burleigh

Arietha Lockhart, guest soloist

HE’S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS Spiritual arranged by Margaret Bonds

Arietha Lockhart, guest soloist

DRY YOUR TEARS, AFRIKA John WILLIAMS

Jeff Kershner, percussion

TRIBUTE TO ARETHA FRANKLIN: RESPECT Otis REDDING

Alexis LaSalle, soloist Arranged by Roger Emerson

UNDER HIS WINGS Stephen MANDERS

Allison Nance, soloist

TRILOGY: EVERY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT
Spiritual arrangements by Kenneth Billups, Moses Hogan & WilliamDawson

Marianna Fuller & David Nieland, soloists

The Cobb Summer Singers is an ensemble of the William Baker Choral Foundation

Visit www.ChoralFoundation.org for additional information



 

 

Johannes Brahms 

EIN DEUTSCHES 
REQUIEM 

 
Dr. William O. Baker, Music Director & Conductor 

Dr. Baker’s Final Performance as Music Director 
 

Andrew Phillip Schmidt, Music Director Elect 
Sydney Sewell, Student Intern     Leanne Herrmann, Organ 

Arietha Lockhart, soprano      Stephen Ozcomert, bass 

 

Summer Singers of Atlanta 
& Symphony Orchestra 

 
Sunday Afternoon, 4 August 2019 at 3:00 PM 
ST. JOHN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

550 Mount Paran Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30327 
$20 All Seats – Online or at Door 913.488.7524 
$100 Patron Reserved (Online Only) Mail@FestivalSingers.org 
  
 

www.FestivalSingers.org/concerts 



The William Baker Choral Foundation
5450 Buena Vista Street, Suite 100, Roeland Park, KS 66205   913-488-7524

The William Baker Festival Singers, Prairie Village, Kansas, 1998

The Summer Singers of Atlanta, Midtown Atlanta, 1990
William O. Baker, DMA, Music Director & Conductor    Andrew Phillip Schmidt, MM, Music Director-Elect

The New South Festival Singers, Atlanta, Georgia, 1985
Gwinnett Festival Singers, 1985-1998   William Baker Festival Singers Atlanta, 1998-2015   Lynn Swanson Festival Singers, 2015-2017

Andrew Phillip Schmidt, MM, Music Director & Conductor

Zimria Festivale Atlanta, Dunwoody, Georgia, 2014
Amy Thropp, MM, Music Director & Conductor

The Summer Singers of Kansas City, Kansas City, Missouri, 1999
William O. Baker, DMA, Music Director & Conductor

The Cobb Summer Singers, Marietta, Georgia, 2006
Norma Raybon, Music Director

The Summer Singers of Lee’s Summit, Lee’s Summit, Missouri, 2014
William O. Baker, DMA, Music Director & Conductor

The Lynn Swanson Chorale, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 2019
Lynn Swanson, MME, Music Director & Conductor

The Institute for Healthy Singing, Roeland Park, Kansas, 2015
Jamea J. Sale, MME, Director

Kansas City Bronze, Roeland Park, Kansas, 2018

Choral Conversations Podcast with Patrick Neas & William Baker, Roeland Park, Kansas, 2018

The Jane Sullivan Choral Resource Library, Roeland Park, Kansas, 2016

Amber Waves Music Publishing
William O. Baker, DMA, President        R. Douglas Helvering, DMA, Contributing Editor

The Choral Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation of the State of Kansas, licensed for business 

in the State of Georgia and in the State of Missouri.  The William Baker Choral Foundation of Georgia, LLC,

 is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the WBCF, Inc.  

The organization is funded by public and corporate grants and by commercial sponsorship, but the vast majority of the organization’s support comes 

from individuals who believe in the work of changing lives and destinies through music of timeless beauty and worth.  If YOU would like to invest 

in the quality of life in your community in a meaningful way, please consider supporting the Choral Foundation.

All gifts are fully tax-deductible and urgently needed.  See your tax professional for maximum benefit.

www.ChoralFoundation.org



Supporters of the William Baker Choral Foundation 

SOLI DEO GLORIA CIRCLE Gifts of $25,000 and above 
Nancy S. Babcock, Babcock Farms      Diagnostic Technology Consultants, Inc     Jane G. Sullivan 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE Gifts of $10,000 to $25,000 
Wayne Burdette      Keith Klockau, in memory of Charlotte Saeger Klockau    Tom & Sheri Schrader, CottageCare, Inc 

Susan & Horace Webb, in memory of Horace L. & Florence Manci Webb 

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE Gifts of $5000 to $10,000 
Bruce Casolari, in memory of Deborah Casolari    Miles & Virginia Hicks Smith, in memory of Andrew Cain 

Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation    Curtis & Mary Puetz    Greg Wegst 

MAESTOSO CIRCLE Gifts of $2500 to $5000 
Dr. Kristen Boyle    Dr. Thomas Coulter    Joseph & Jill Ferst    Francis Family Foundation    Dr. Marla Jane Franks 

John & Dorothy Goodson    Dr. Harley Granville    IBM Corporation    Dr. Jill Jarrett    Fred & Lynne Leif 

Nancy McDowell    Robert & Melissa Overton    Dr. Pratima Singh    Scott C. Smith 

 

BRILLIANTE CIRCLE  

Gifts of $1000 to $2500 
Anonymous 

ArtsKC 

Dr. Kenna Babcock 

David & Diane Barker 

Gene & Kim Claxton 

Karen Clegg 

Kristina Kriss 

Lee’s Summit Arts Council 

Martha Lee Cain Tranby 

   Music Performance Trust 

Yolanda Phillips 

Sarah & Neil Sambol 

John & Fiona Schaefer 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Schmidt 

Monty & Laura Smith 

   in honor of Christine Freeman 

Amy Thropp 

Terry & Ann Vines 

BEL CANTO CIRCLE 

Gifts of $500 to $1000 
Jean Ayers 

Martin Boos 

Steve & Fran Brailsford 

Mary Burnett & Ken Werne 

Phillip & Connie Cheek 

Allan Cheshire 

   in memory of Susan Cheshire 

Kent & Laura Dickinson 

Facebook, Inc. 

R. Larry & Marsha Freeman 

Hallmark Corporate Foundation 

Karen Kay Hall 

Patricia Higgins 

Marcia Higginson 

Jenny Holcomb 

Lynn Horsley 

Bethann Johnston 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Knox 

Chris & Michelle Masoner 

Marion Sullivan 

    in honor of Jane G. Sullivan 

Vera Newnan 

Paul & Trisha Reichert 

Cindy Sheets 

George & Carolyn Smith 

Cynthia Jenkins-Weber 

Susan N. & Horace White 

SECTION LEADER’S 

CIRCLE 

Gifts of $250 to $500 
Glenna Abney 

Anonymous 

    in memory of Mark E. Ball 

Jorge & Alice Blanco 

Robert & Linda Bonstein 

Rebecca Boos 

Jocelyn Botkin 

Ronald Burgess 

Anthony & Julianna Drees 

James & DeeAnn Freeman 

Timothy M. Gould 

   & Judith A. Fitzgerald 

Rebecca Hafner-Camp 

Elisabeth Henry 

Mark Houghton 

Kimberly Clark Foundation 

Ross & Amanda Kimbrough 

Mary Lehoczky 

Sharon Lundy 

    in memory of Clayton Krehbiel 

Julie & Brad Piroutek 

Jill Reynolds 

Carole Rothwell 

Charles St. Clair 

Jennifer Schoenfeldt 

Ann Stoskopf 

Joan Thomson 

Robert Tobia 

Anne Willcocks 

Laura Youngblood 

SINGER’S CIRCLE 

Gifts of $100 to $250 
Erika Archibald 

Julia Babensee 

William Bankhead, Sr. 

Jeanne Bedell 

   in memory of Brad Bedell  

   & Ben Koomen 

Laura & Randall Beeves 

Joyce Braddock 

Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Connie Bergeron 

Jim & Joyce Braddock 

Chan-Lorand Jubilee Fund 

Creative Solutions 

Gerry Fairly 

Kate Foster 

J.T. & Pattie Frierson 

Stephanie, Robert  

   & Rylan Hojnacke 

   in honor of Christine Freeman 

Victoria & Bill Harkins 

Gordon Henke 

Felicia Hernandez 

Ellen Hicks 

   in memory of Katherine Hicks 

The Reverend Robert Hill 

   in memory of Kathryn Huey 

Thomas & Helen Jones 

Mary Ann Kancel 

   in memory of David Sachen 

Denny Kurogi 

Marlene Link 

Arietha Lockhart 

Judy Martin 

James & Barbara Meadows 

Kathleen Michaud 

Bill Moody 

Todd Allen Moore 

Carter & Hampton Morris 

Palen Music Center 

   in memory of Joe Steffen 

Pamela Pendergast 

   in memory of  

   Mildred Popplewell Dunn 

Father Ernest Pinto 

Kathryn Senkbiel 

Gerald Tobia 

Phyllis Vasquez 

   in memory of Leroy Schnorf 

Dr. Ted Williams 

IN-KIND GIFTS 
George Butler 

Gene Claxton, SumnerOne 

Congregation Beth Shalom 

Countryside Christian Church 

Eddie Ross 

St John UMC, Atlanta 

Saint Mark UMC, Atlanta 

St Mary’s Episcopal, Kansas City 

St. Paul’s Episcopal. Lee’s Summit 

Shockey Consulting Services 

 

 

Please report corrections to 

the Choral Foundation at 

913-488-7524 or 

Mail@FestivalSingers.org 


